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[LINE HOLDER] 

Cross Reference to Related Applications 




Background of Invention 



[0001] The sport of fishing has grown in popularity in fresh, sea, and deep-sea areas 

over the past few years. Many people choose to spend their vacation time fishing and 
rfj shrimping at coastal areas. Fishing poles have made great advancements in weight, 

and flexibility to support the growing demands of fishing as a sport. 

[0002] Trolling in particular creates an additional problem for users due to the additional 
lures or live bait. The traditional method of trolling includes swivels, snap swivels and 
possibly lures dispersed along the line every 1 0 to 30 feet. These devices create an 
obstacle upon reel in of the line, as the user cannot reel the line onto the reel as 
usual, and must wrap the line in a different manner than on other types of fishing. 

[0003] U. S. Patent no. 4,281 ,806 issued to McMullen on August 4, 1 981 shows a fishing 
leader storage wheel. McCullens"s invention is unlike the present invention because it 
requires rotation of the storage wheel to pull in the line, it does not have teeth to 
attach it to the fishing rod, it will not snap onto a fishing pole, and it cannot hold a 
line with lures. 

[0004] U.S. Patent no. 4,680,886 issued to Caselli, Sr. , on July 21, 1987 shows a 

Leadered Fishing Lure Holder with Means for Receiving Leader and Hooks. Casellfs 
invention is unlike the present invention because it does not have legs to attach the 
holder to a fishing rod, and it has hole leads that the line must be looped through to 
lead the line. 
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[0005] U.S. Patent 4, 730, 409 issued to Mitchell, et al. on March 1 5, 1 988, shows a 

Fishing Line Apparatus. MitchelTs invention is unlike the present invention because it 
does not have grooved members to keep the line from tangling upon wrapping, or to 
allow the user to easily unwrap the line while in use. U.S. Design Patent no. 335,216 
issued to Carlson on May 4, 1993 shows a leader holder. Carlson"s invention is unlike 
the present invention because it has no attachment means to attach to a fishing pole, 
and it has no portion to hold lures and hooks so they do not become entangled in the 
line. 

[0006]^ U.S. Patent No.s 2,594,472, 2,936, 963 and D284, 299 show fishing leader holders 
as well, but none has an attachment for attaching the leader to a fishing pole, and 
none has a grooved member portion as does the present invention to keep the line 
from tangling. 

y5 [0007] Therefore a need has been established for a fishing line holder that can be easily 
^} attached and detached from a fishing rod and has a grooved means for reeling the 

y line to prevent entanglement as well as hook and lure holders, and is easily stored in a 

tZ tackle box. 

yi 

T Summary of Invention 

fU [0008] The present invention is a line wrap apparatus to be used when trolling. It 
h% attaches in a secure yet removable manner to a fishing pole. It is constructed of a 

G3 durable, lightweight plastic and may be any color or texture. In one rendition it is a 

bright orange color so it may be found easily in the dark. Other renditions of the 
invention may be made in other colors, multiple colors and multiple textures. The 
present invention has two sets of legs that snap on to the fishing pole, and are 
attached to a flat plane that is oblong in shape. Said legs are staggered along the 
plane to allow the invention to be attached to varying fishing pole thicknesses, to 
provide additional stability and to allow the mold to be made in a less expensive 
manner. 

[0009] 

There are bars attached to the oblong plane that are largest toward the center of 
the invention, and then decrease in size toward the curved end of the plane. This 
creates a curvature upon which to wrap the line and which does not rub or cut the 
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line. The bars allow the user to neatly wind the line in such a manner that it will not 
become entangled. An additional advantage of this construction is that the bars 
provide a space for a hook, or lures to be lodged. The suggested bright orange color 
allows the user to easily spot the present invention. The present invention can also be 
manufactured in other bright colors such as green or yellow, to allow for choice in 
color as well as easy visibility. 

[0010] An additional plane is disposed opposite the first plane and is of the same size 
and shape as the first plane. The two planes are parallel to each other on opposite 
sides of the bars. The planes and bars together create a system that the user can wrap 
the line around for storage purposes. Further a user may use multiple copies of the 
device to store different leaders designed for different fishing experiences or 
purposes. 

y Brief Description of Drawings 

fQ [001 1] Figure 1 shows a front view of the present invention. 
W [001 2] Figure 2 shows a top view of the present invention. 

■P Detailed Description 

is 

J [0013] 

\2 The present invention is a leader wrap apparatus to be used in the sport trolling 

CO and for fishing line storage. The present invention (1 0) has two pairs of legs (20,30) 

p 

y, with fasteners (40) situated on a first plane (50). Under the first plane (50) are two 

sets of bars (70,80) and connecting to the second plane (60). The present invention 
(10) is constructed of a durable plastic, and although the current rendition of the 
invention has been manufactured in a bright orange color it could be made in any 
color or texture. The present invention allows the user to wrap the trolling line around 
the two sets of bars (70, 80) to prevent entanglement of the trolling line with the 
separate fishing line. As is shown in Figure 1 , the present invention has a first (20) 
and second (30) pair of legs to attach it to a conventional fishing pole. Although in 
this embodiment the first and second pair of legs (20, 30) are designed to fit on a 
pole of Yi to % inches in diameter, the present invention can be manufactured in 
various sizes to fit poles of deviant diameters from the range above. The first (20) and 
second (30) pairs of legs are situated parallel to each other on top of the first plane 
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(50). First (20) and second (30) pairs of legs have as embodiments fasteners (4(1)**? 
their respective bases. The fasteners (40) allow the user the firsp(2^^md second (30) 
pairs of legs around the pole (not shown). The fasteners^4d) allow the user to place 
the present invention on the pole in a mannerrrvo^tcomfortable to their fishing 
needs, on the top, sides or bottom ofjhe pole. Although it is most advantageous for 
the user to place the fastenej^(40) along the top side of a pole, the present invention 
can be fastened on >nfside of the pole (not shown). The first (20) and second (30) 
pairs of legsjjtfnd toward the center of the first plane (50) upon depression of their 
respective fasteners (40) to create a secure yet removable hold on the pole (not 
^wn). 



The first plane (50) is disposedjjarallel to the second plane (60). The first plane 
(50) and second plane (60) arp'each 5 inches long, by 1 inch wide. The total thickness 
of the present invention is (1 inch. The compact size of the present invention allows 
the user to easily store a lin^wrapped neatly in a tackle box. In the interim of first 
(50) and second (60) planes are fir^s(70) and second (80) set of parallel bars. The first 
(70) and second (80) set of bars are constructed equidistant from one another in each 
set. The innermost bar in each set of barfs (70,80) is the longest and each bar is 
slightly smaller to the end, crea^ffg a curvature. The curvature of the sets of bars (40) 
creates easy wrapping of the dine upon reel in such a manner so the line will not be 
cut, rubbed or become tangleaNQie space between the bars (40) is designed to be 
able to accept a hook once the leader^tring has been fully wrapped. The currently 
used bright orange color of the presentprvention (1 0) makes it simple for the user to 
locate the present invention (1 0). Jtfo horse shoe shaped cuts (Figure 2, 90, 1 00) 
have been made on opposite sidesctwt^nds of the invention (10) which are designed 
to accept and secure the leader strinapHiook for storage purposes. 



[0015] Figure 2 shows a top view of the present invention. The second plane (60) is 

shown with first and second horse shoe shaped slits (90, 100). The first and second 
horse shoe slits (90, 1 00) allow the user to wrap the ends of a fishing line or loops of 
a line, around the horse shoe slits (90, 1 00) for added security for holding the line. 
The horse shoe slits (90, 1 00) allow the user to place the end of a line, with or without 
a lure or hook in a secure position, so the line does not unravel while in storage or in 
use. The horse shoe slits (90, 1 00) allow the user to secure the ends of a line to 
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prevent entanglement while in storage as in a tackle box. In separate embodiments of 
the present invention (1 0) larger versions can be constructed to loop rope or larger 
threads for other uses such as cable storage. 

[001 6] The present invention is not limited to the embodiments described above and may 
be fashioned in any manner which accomplishes the purpose of a device which can be 
easily attached to a fishing rod, which works as a leader holder, and which is 
inexpensive to manufacture. 

[001 7] The present invention encompasses any and all of the embodiments in the 
following claims. 



m 
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